Selective extraction of desmosomal proteins by low ionic strength media.
Desmosomes, isolated using an acidic buffer, have been subjected to extraction at low ionic strength. This treatment removes more than 35% of their protein in the form of two polypeptide chains of molecular weight 210 000 and 230 000, but the desmosomes show only subtle changes in ultrastructure. It is concluded that the use of low ionic strength media for desmosome isolation yields residual structures specifically depleted in high molecular weight proteins.